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We continue to live and work in 
momentous times. The COVID-19 
pandemic and its social, economic and 
political impacts, the implementation 
of Brexit, and ongoing debates sparked 
by the Black Lives Matter movement 
all were significant in shaping politics 
and society in Wales in 2021, along with 
heightened concerns about the climate 
crisis and renewed discussions about 
Wales’s constitutional future.  
These issues have formed the backdrop 
to the work of the Centre for Welsh 
Politics and Society / WISERD@
Aberystwyth (CWPS-WISERD) through 
the year, examined through our research 
and discussed in our public events. 
This Annual Report is intended to give a 
flavour of these activities.

Although, like everyone, we had to 
negotiate the constraints of COVID-19, 
2021 was nonetheless an extremely 
busy year for CWPS-WISERD. We were 
delighted to be able to restart our 
programme of public engagement, 
disrupted by the lockdown in 2020, with 
a series of online events. The highlight 
was the Annual Welsh Politics and 
Society Lecture by Professor Charlotte 
Williams OBE, who gave a tour-de-force 
reflection on the changing politics of 
race equality in Wales, challenging some 
comfortable assumptions. With the 
benefit of technology, the lecture was 
joined by members of the MiDIB research 
network in France studying migration and 
diversity in the UK.

Earlier, we had marked the first 
anniversary of the COVID lockdown in 
March with a public panel on COVID 
and Rural Wales, organized jointly with 
The Centre for Excellence in Rural 
Health Research. This featured sobering 
contributions from Professor Phil Kloer 
from Hywel Dda University Health Board, 
Dr Caroline Turner from Powys County 
Council, and Guy Evans from The Care 
Society, as well as from Professor 
Michael Woods and Dr Wyn Morris 
from CWPS-WISERD, on the impact 
and management of the pandemic and 
challenges for recovery. In April, we 
continued a tradition established by the 
Institute of Welsh Politics by hosting a 
hustings meeting for candidates for the 
Senedd election in Ceredigion.

The summer saw the launch of an 
innovative new initiative involving 
creative activities to engage members 
of the public in ‘Re-imagining Wales’s 
Constitutional Future’. Run in partnership 
with the Co-production Network for 
Wales, the initial events used open 
space technology to facilitate online 
workshops to explore ideas about the 
future shape of governance in Wales, 
prefiguring the launch of the Independent 
Commission on the Constitutional Future 
of Wales. CWPS-WISERD’s links with 
the Commission were strengthened by 
the appointment of Dr Anwen Elias as a 
Commissioner in October.

We have also been pleased to welcome 
guest seminar speakers, albeit virtually, 
including Dr Andrew Williams from 
Cardiff University on ‘Austerity and 
Racism in Rural England and Wales’ and 
Dr Alexandra Bulat from Strathclyde 
University on ‘British, Polish and 
Romanian Attitudes to EU Migrants in 
the UK’ (co-hosted with the Centre for 
Mobility of People). A third seminar, 
focused on our Lleoli Cymru/Placing 
Wales theme, featured two speakers 
from the Department of History and 
Welsh History at Aberystwyth University, 
Monica Kendall on travel guides and 
the Welsh language in the Romantic 
period, and Simon Parsons on the 
intentions and expectations of railway 
promoters in 19th century Wales. 
Three speakers presented to the series 
in the autumn term: Dr Lucy Taylor, 
from the Department of International 
Politics at Aberystwyth, on ‘Theorizing 
anti-Welsh prejudice’; Estelle Everard, 
from the University of Luxembourg, on 
‘Local autonomy under the magnifying 
glass: how the locale seizes greater 
responsibility’; and Dr Patrick Utz, 
newly-appointed Post-Doctoral Research 
Assistant in CWPS-WISERD, on ‘Changing 
borders, states and kinship: the 
Europeanization of kin-minority parties’ 
from his PhD research at Edinburgh 
University.

Welcome
from the CWPS-WISERD Co-Directors

https://cwps.aber.ac.uk
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeci8BLRlXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeci8BLRlXY
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/resources/videos/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/resources/videos/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/resources/videos/
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Alongside the events programme, 
substantial work has also been 
completed on our major research 
projects, Integrative Mechanisms for 
Addressing Spatial Justice and Territorial 
Inequalities in Europe (IMAJINE), Rural-
Urban Outlooks: Unlocking Synergies 
(ROBUST) and the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) WISERD Civil 
Society Research Centre,  which are 
described in the next few pages, as well 
as on a new ESRC project examining 
volunteering in the pandemic in Wales, 
England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
These projects extend the reach of 
CWPS-WISERD beyond Aberystwyth, 
involving collaborations with academic 
colleagues across Wales, the UK and 
internationally, and with non-academic 
partners such as the Welsh Local 
Government Association (WLGA) 
and the Wales Council for Voluntary 
Action (WCVA). They can also lead 
to contributions to policymaking, as 
evidenced by the Rural Vision for Wales, 
produced by CWPS-WISERD with the 
WLGA as part of ROBUST and launched 
in January 2021.

Our training and professional 
development activities included a highly 
successful Graduate Conference in 
January 2021, organized by Dr Flossie 
Kingsbury, which spawned a Graduate 
and Early Career Network on Wales 
Studies that meets regularly with 
members from several Welsh universities 
and beyond. 

As part of our public outreach, we 
produced the latest in our popular series 
of election maps, featuring the results 
of the May 2021 Senedd Elections. 
Copies have been sent to Senedd 
Members, MPs and schools in Wales and 
a digital version is available for anyone 
to download for free from the CWPS-
WISERD website.

The end of 2021 marked the fifth 
anniversary for CWPS-WISERD and as we 
look ahead to the next five years, we plan 
to build on the achievements described 
in this report. We aim to consolidate 
our work facilitating world-class 
interdisciplinary research, especially 
in the growing field of Wales Studies; 
developing a new generation of social 
science and humanities researchers 
studying Wales; and contributing to 
Aberystwyth University’s civic mission by 
informing and stimulating public debate 
and discussion. 

To do this, we will continue to work 
with departments and centres across 
Aberystwyth University, with external 
partners in government and civil society, 
and with our colleagues in the broader 
WISERD family.

As we noted at the start, the last two 
years have been difficult for many 
of us and the continuing activity of 
CWPS-WISERD is wholly down to the 
extraordinary efforts of our fantastic 
team in testing times. We are indebted 
to our management group members 
Professor Matthew Jarvis, Dr Rhys 
Dafydd Jones, Dr Flossie Kingsbury, Dr 
Wyn Morris, Dr Elin Royles and Dr Lucy 
Taylor (who stood down as the Lleoli 
Cymru/Placing Wales theme leader in 
July), to our post-doctoral researchers 
Dr Nuria Franco Guillen, Dr Flossie 
Kingsbury, Dr Amy Sanders and Dr 
Patrick Utz, and to our brilliant centre 
administrator Cara Rainbow, as well as 
to the invaluable support of the WISERD 
Hub and from professional services at 
Aberystwyth University. Thank you to you 
all.

Dr Anwen Elias and  
Professor Michael Woods
Co-Directors, Centre for Welsh Politics 
and Society / WISERD@Aberystwyth

https://imajine-project.eu/
https://imajine-project.eu/
https://imajine-project.eu/
https://rural-urban.eu/
https://rural-urban.eu/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/wiserd-civil-society-research-centre/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/wiserd-civil-society-research-centre/
https://rural-urban.eu/publications/rural-vision-wales-thriving-communities-future-evidence-report
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/maps/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/maps/
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IMAJINE
The major Horizon 2020 project 
IMAJINE, led by CWPS-WISERD, is 
examining territorial inequalities and 
spatial justice in Europe. Highlights 
in 2021 included Dr Anwen Elias and 
colleagues completing their analysis 
of the territorial claims of regionalist 
actors across 12 case studies in Europe, 
including Wales. This shows that while 
claims are commonly framed in terms 
of addressing political and socio-
economic inequalities and creating a 
different future, the emphasis of framing 
varies between territories and over 
time, reflecting local political context. 
There is no single ‘winning formula’ for a 
framing strategy for impact on electoral 
performance or political gains. 

 
CWPS-WISERD members also contributed 
to integrating findings from the different 
work packages in IMAJINE and to 
producing scenarios for territorial 
inequalities and spatial justice in Europe in  
2048. Four scenarios imagining different  
balances between solidarity and 
territorial autonomy and between 
economic growth and social and 
environmental wellbeing were elaborated 
and tested with organizations including 
the European Commission DG-Regio, 
European Parliament, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
and the European Investment Bank. 
Findings from IMAJINE were presented 
in a workshop at the European Week of 
Cities and Regions in October, featuring 
Professor Michael Woods.

ROBUST
The ROBUST Horizon 2020 project, 
exploring rural-urban synergies, finished 
in 2021 after four and a half years. 
The project adopted a bottom-up, 
co-production approach with ‘Living 
Labs’ in 10 regions across Europe. 
Researchers in CWPS-WISERD led the 
Wales Living Lab with the Welsh Local 
Government Association’s Rural Forum, 
the main outcome of which is the Rural 
Vision for Wales, outlining priorities 
for rural development for the next 
decade, and backed up by a substantial 
evidence report. As part of the Wales 
Living Lab activities an online survey of 
young people in rural Wales was also 
conducted in summer 2021, receiving 
over 1,000 replies. The survey findings 
will be launched in 2022. The theoretical 
framework for ROBUST, developed by 
Professor Michael Woods, Dr Jesse 
Heley and Dr Bryonny Goodwin-Hawkins 
in CWPS-WISERD, has been turned 
into an accessible Learning Guide for 
practitioners on ‘Three Keys to Unlocking 
Rural-Urban Synergies’, launched at the 
ROBUST final conference in September 
2021.

Research projects 
Research is at the heart of CWPS-WISERD and during 2021 centre members contributed 
to a range of research projects spanning work in economics, human geography, politics 
and the humanities, in Wales and beyond. 

https://imajine-project.eu/
http://imajine-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/IMAJINE-Scenarios-with-expert-responses.pdf
https://vimeo.com/637385016
https://vimeo.com/637385016
https://rural-urban.eu/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Rural-Vision-English.pdf
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Rural-Vision-English.pdf
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Evidence-Report-English.pdf
https://rural-urban.eu/learning-hub/three-keys-unlocking-rural-urban-synergies
https://rural-urban.eu/learning-hub/three-keys-unlocking-rural-urban-synergies
https://imajine-project.eu/
https://rural-urban.eu/
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WISERD Civil Society
CWPS-WISERD is a core member of the  
ESRC WISERD Civil Society Research 
Centre with partners in Bangor University, 
Cardiff University, the University of South  
Wales, Swansea University and elsewhere, 
leading research in four work packages. 
After a delayed start due to COVID-19, 
work on all four projects started in 
earnest in 2021. In ‘Patronage, elites and 
power relations’, Dr Jesse Heley, Dr Amy 
Sanders and Dr Flossie Kingsbury have 
been interviewing trustees of selected 
civil society organizations in Wales to 
understand dynamics of recruitment 
and participation. Dr Amy Sanders and 
Dr Flossie Kingsbury are also working 
on ‘Populism, conflict and political 
polarisation’ with Professor Michael 
Woods and Dr Rhys Dafydd Jones, where

they have been conducting a media 
analysis and interviews on initial cases 
of communities divided by polarising 
issues, as well as on ‘New repertoires 
of contention and social mobilisation: 
shifting dynamics of civic stratification 
and the marketisation of social justice 
in the energy transition’, which has 
started with an analysis of social media 
around COP26 in November 2021. The 
final work package, ‘Shifting forms of 
governance and the grassroots politics 
of separatism’, commenced with work 
on conceptual and methodological 
frameworks, involving Dr Anwen Elias, 
Professor Rhys Jones, Dr Elin Royles and 
Dr Nuria Franco Guillen. All four work 
packages will continue over the next two 
to three years.  

Mobilising UK Voluntary Action
Dr Rhys Dafydd Jones is the Academic 
Lead in Wales for the Mobilising 
UK Voluntary Action project, led by 
Northumbria University and funded by 
the ESRC. The project is examining how 
volunteers responded to the COVID-19 
crisis across the four UK jurisdictions of 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. The findings will help guide 
the UK volunteer effort to support the 
national recovery and preparedness for 
future crises. In Wales, CWPS-WISERD 
has been working alongside the Wales 
Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) in 
documenting evidence from voluntary 
organizations.

https://wiserd.ac.uk/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/civil-society-civic-stratification-and-civil-repair/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/civil-society-civic-stratification-and-civil-repair/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/patronage-elites-and-power-relations/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/patronage-elites-and-power-relations/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/populism-conflict-and-political-polarisation/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/populism-conflict-and-political-polarisation/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/new-repertoires-of-contention-and-social-mobilisation-shifting-dynamics-of-civic-stratification-and-the-marketisation-of-social-justice-in-the-energy-transition/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/new-repertoires-of-contention-and-social-mobilisation-shifting-dynamics-of-civic-stratification-and-the-marketisation-of-social-justice-in-the-energy-transition/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/new-repertoires-of-contention-and-social-mobilisation-shifting-dynamics-of-civic-stratification-and-the-marketisation-of-social-justice-in-the-energy-transition/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/new-repertoires-of-contention-and-social-mobilisation-shifting-dynamics-of-civic-stratification-and-the-marketisation-of-social-justice-in-the-energy-transition/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/new-repertoires-of-contention-and-social-mobilisation-shifting-dynamics-of-civic-stratification-and-the-marketisation-of-social-justice-in-the-energy-transition/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/shifting-forms-governance-and-grassroots-politics-separatism/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/shifting-forms-governance-and-grassroots-politics-separatism/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/shifting-forms-governance-and-grassroots-politics-separatism/
https://www.mvain4.uk
https://www.mvain4.uk
https://www.mvain4.uk/
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Funding for research 
Research in CWPS-WISERD is funded by grants from bodies including the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) and the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Programme. During 2021, 
researchers in CWPS-WISERD held grants worth over £2.7m. Core support for CWPS-WISERD  
is provided by Aberystwyth University as part of its match-funding for the ESRC WISERD Civil 
Society Research Centre.

Sources of funding for research in CWPS-WISERD during 2021

Horizon 2020 — IMAJINE
£1.185m

Horizon 2020 — ROBUST
£275,700

ESRC —Other
£42,959

Other sources 
£15,738

ESRC WISERD Civil Society 
Research Centre £1.205m
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Location of academic partners in CWPS-WISERD research projects during 2021
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A RURAL VISION FOR WALES
Researchers in CWPS-WISERD are 
feeding into the development of new 
post-Brexit and post-COVID policies 
for rural Wales. As part of the ROBUST 
project, Professor Michael Woods, Dr 
Jesse Heley and Dr Bryonny Goodwin-
Hawkins worked with the Welsh Local 
Government Association and engaged 
with diverse stakeholders to produce a 
Rural Vision for Wales. The Rural Vision 
sets out seven key priorities for rural 
development, including investment in 
skills and infrastructure, housing, tourism 
and regenerating small towns, supported 
by a substantial Evidence Report. 

The Rural Vision was covered by the BBC 
and ITV Wales and promoted through 
a specially commissioned series of 
podcasts, featuring local government 
leaders, civil society and business 
representatives, and researchers 
including Dr Jesse Heley, Dr Wyn Morris 
and Professor Michael Woods from 
CWPS-WISERD. Additionally, Professor 
Michael Woods contributed to a review 
of the LEADER programme in Wales with 
Wavehill Research.

Outside Wales, CWPS-WISERD provided 
evidence from both the IMAJINE and 
ROBUST projects for the European 
Commission’s Long Term Vision for 
Rural Areas, which has been cited in the 
Commission’s Staff Working Documents.

COMBATING COVID
Researchers in CWPS-WISERD have  
been involved in monitoring the social 
and economic impacts of COVID-19  
and contributing to policy discussion on 
the post-COVID recovery.  
Dr Wyn Morris provided evidence to 
the Senedd’s Economy, Infrastructure 
and Skills Committee on the impact 
of COVID-19 in Wales and Professor 
Michael Woods presented analysis of 
links between COVID-19 and territorial 
inequalities in Europe from IMAJINE 
to the European Week of Cities and 
Regions, organized by the EU  
Committee of the Regions.

WALES’S CONSTITUTIONAL 
FUTURE
As the question of Wales’s constitutional 
future has gained prominence, 
researchers in CWPS-WISERD have 
been active in exploring ways of holding 
a national conversation. Dr Anwen 
Elias and Professor Matthew Jarvis 
worked with the Co-production Network 
for Wales to run online workshops 
in summer 2021, using open space 
technology to engage members of the 
public in thinking about Wales’s future.

Funding has been received from the 
Learned Society of Wales to follow 
up this work, with a particular focus 
on young people and using creative 
methods, in collaboration with Dr Matt 
Wall at Swansea University, the Institute 
for Welsh Affairs, and Omindaze 
Productions. 

CWPS-WISERD co-director Dr Anwen 
Elias has also been appointed as a 
member of the Independent Commission 
on the Constitutional Future of Wales 
and has produced a paper for the 
Commission on ‘How to Hold a National 
Conversation’. Articles from this work 
have been published in The Conversation 
and in the IWA’s The Welsh Agenda 
periodical.

Contributions to policy 
development in Wales 
Work in CWPS-WISERD is concerned with many of the key challenges facing Wales today, from 
rural restructuring and inequalities to debates around Wales’s constitutional future. As such we aim 
to produce research that has an impact in shaping policy in Wales (and beyond). 

https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Rural-Vision-English.pdf
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Evidence-Report-English.pdf
https://businessnewswales.com/wales-rural-vision-podcast-series/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/long-term-vision-rural-areas_en#documents
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://theconversation.com/wales-is-having-a-rethink-about-its-place-in-the-uk-could-it-lead-the-way-for-everyone-else-166929
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/09/Rural-Vision-English.pdf
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GRADUATE AND ECR NETWORK
CWPS-WISERD held its Second Graduate 
Conference for postgraduate students 
conducting research on Wales, from 
contemporary or historical contexts, in 
January 2021. Organized by Dr Flossie 
Kingsbury, the conference involved 
discussion of pre-circulated papers or 
presentations from nine researchers 
on topics ranging from Welshness and 
Imperialism in the Indian Empire to 
‘Can art help to construct a national 
identity?’, to ‘Asylum-seeking women 
and Cymreictod’, and a roundtable panel 
with recently completed PhD students. 
The conference was attended by 22 
participants from seven universities. 
Following the conference, CWPS-WISERD 
has established a Graduate and Early 
Career Network on Wales Studies, with 
participants from across Wales and 
beyond meeting regularly online to 
present and discuss papers and support 
each other’s research and writing.  
For more information about the network 
contact Dr Flossie Kingsbury,  
fck@aber.ac.uk

CPD AND METHODS TRAINING
Contributions to expanding the 
methodological capacity of social science  
researchers included a workshop on Co-
production of Research, organised by  
Dr Anwen Elias as part of the WISERD 
Training and Capacity Building Programme, 
and a seminar for Welsh government 
social researchers on the Living Lab 
methodology run by Professor Michael 
Woods with Dr Damian Maye (University 
of Gloucestershire). CWPS-WISERD also  
hosted students and staff from the Royal  
College of Defence Studies in December 
as part of their ‘tour of Wales’ examining 
political, social and cultural issues in 
Wales. Seminars were given by Dr Anwen 
Elias on devolution and on Wales’s 
constitutional futures, and by Dr Huw Lewis 
on Welsh language policy and politics.

WISERD MIGRATION RESEARCH 
WALES NETWORK
CWPS-WISERD members Dr Catrin 
Wyn Edwards and Dr Rhys Dafydd 
Jones  launched a new network in July 
2021 connecting researchers in Wales 
concerned with migration. Sponsored 
by WISERD, the network aims to develop 
research capacity and encourage 
dialogue between academics at Welsh 
institutions and between academics 
and practitioners. Several events have 
been held, including a keynote lecture 

at the launch by Dr Gwennan Higham 
from Swansea University, a workshop on 
‘Achieving Impact Beyond Research’, and 
a postgraduate symposium. For more 
information about the network contact  
Dr Rhys Dafydd Jones rhj@aber.ac.uk. 

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKING
CWPS-WISERD hosted a visit in 
September by Dr Catherine Laidin and 
Dr Yvon Le Caro from the Laboratoire 
Espaces et Sociétés in Brittany to 
study the impacts of Brexit on the 
fishing industry in Wales. Working 
with Professor Michael Woods and Dr 
Rhys Dafydd Jones they visited Milford 
Haven and discussed plans for further 
research comparing Wales, south-
west England, Brittany and Normandy. 
International networking has also 
been developed by Dr Anwen Elias, Dr 
Elin Royles and Professor Rhys Jones 
with colleagues in the Basque Country, 
exploring collective interests around 
language policy and territorial politics, 
funded by the Welsh Government’s ScORE 
scheme. Additionally, CWPS-WISERD has 
been awarded two ESRC international 
networking grants, led by Professor 
Michael Woods, one with researchers 
in Ireland on ‘Civil Society in Turbulent 
Times’, and one with researchers in 
Taiwan on ‘Transnational Theory Building 
for the Global Countryside’.

Networking and  
capacity building  
One of the key aims of CWPS-WISERD is to build capacity for social science and humanities 
research on and in Wales, and to help nurture new researchers in the field. These are some  
of the ways that we did this in 2021.

mailto:fck@aber.ac.uk
https://wiserd.ac.uk/project/migration-research-wales-network/
mailto:rhj@aber.ac.uk
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Selected papers in academic journals 

Elias, A., Basile, L., Franco Guillen, N. and Szöcsik, E. (2021) 
The Framing Territorial Demands (FraTerr) dataset: a novel 
approaching to conceptualizing and measuring regionalist 
actors’ territorial strategies, Regional and Federal Studies, early 
view online. (Open access)

Goodwin-Hawkins, B. and Jones, R. D. (2021) Rethinking 
lifestyle and middle class migration in ‘left behind’ regions, 
Population, Space and Place, early view online.  
(Open access)

Neal, S., Gawlewicz, A., Heley, J. and Jones, R. D. (2021) Rural 
Brexit? The ambivalent politics of rural community, migration 
and dependency, Journal of Rural Studies, volume 82, pages 
176-183

Welsh, M. and Heley, J. (2021) Rural regionalism in the 21st 
century: a tale of no cities, Territory, Politics, Governance, early 
view online. (Open access)

Woods, M., Fois, F., Heley, J., Jones, L., Onyeahialam, A., Saville, 
S. and Welsh, M. (2021) Assemblage, Place and Globalisation, 
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, volume 46, 
pages 284-298. (Open access)

Highlighted  
publications  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13597566.2021.1964481
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13597566.2021.1964481
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13597566.2021.1964481
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/psp.2495
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/psp.2495
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016721000176?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016721000176?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016721000176?via%3Dihub
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21622671.2021.1916579
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21622671.2021.1916579
https://rgs-ibg.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tran.12430
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Dr Anwen Elias and Dr Nuria Franco Guillen: ‘Justifying 
secession: Resolving grievances or a means to a better future?’, 
presentation at European Consortium for Political Research 
Joint Sessions of Workshops, May 2021.

Dr Elin Royles: ‘Dominoes and butterflies? The UK constitutional 
crisis and its effects on Plaid Cymru’, presentation at European 
Consortium for Political Research Joint Sessions of Workshops, 
May 2021.

Dr Amy Sanders and Dr Flossie Kingsbury: ‘Examining the 
navigation, adaptation and resistance of local civil society 
around discourses of nationalism, populism and polarisation’, 
presentation to Symposium on Charity, the far right, and the 
civic state: (Un)comfortable Connections, December 2021.

Dr Lucy Taylor: ‘”Where the Welsh are”: the politics of 
Indigenous experience and Welsh reminiscence’, presented 
at the Ailddehongli’r Wladfa Gymreig/Reinterpreting Y Wladfa 

conference hosted by the Cardiff Centre for Welsh American 
Studies and the University of Bremen’s Department of 
Linguistics and Literature, September 2021.

Professor Michael Woods: ‘Globalization and Rural 
Development: A Cultural Approach’, keynote lecture to the 
International Conference on Rural Transformation, Indian 
Institute of Technology, May 2021.

Professor Michael Woods: ‘Assembling Global Foodscapes’, 
keynote lecture to the Food and Geography Conference, 
University of Turin, June 2021.

Professor Michael Woods: ‘Is EU Cohesion Policy spatially 
just?’, presented to the Royal Geographical Society Annual 
Conference, August 2021.

Professor Michael Woods: ‘Spatial Justice, Brexit, COVID-19 
and the Future of Rural Wales’, presented to the Wales Rural 
Research Network symposium, July 2021.

Notable talks and  
conference contributions

https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/resources/videos/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/resources/videos/


About CWPS  
The Centre for Welsh Politics and 
Society is an interdisciplinary research 
centre at Aberystwyth University aimed 
at developing our understanding of 
contemporary politics and society  
in Wales in the context of an  
inter-connected world, supporting and 
delivering world-class research in the 
social sciences and humanities, and 
contributing to public knowledge  
and debates and policy  
development in Wales.

The Centre builds on the established 
reputations of the Institute of Welsh 
Politics and the Wales Institute of Social 
and Economic Research and Data 
(WISERD) at Aberystwyth University,  
and brings together geographers, 
political scientists, economists, 
historians and other social science  
and humanities researchers with  
an interest in Wales.

The Centre for Welsh Politics and Society 
also functions as the Aberystwyth arm 
of WISERD, providing links with social 
scientists at Bangor, Cardiff, South Wales 
and Swansea universities.  

Contact:  cwps@aber.ac.uk
Website: cwps.aber.ac.uk
Twitter: @CWPSAber
Facebook: @CWPSAber

https://wiserd.ac.uk/
mailto:cwps@aber.ac.uk
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/CWPSAber
https://www.facebook.com/CWPSAber/
https://www.ukri.org/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-2020_en
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/
https://wiserd.ac.uk/
https://cwps.aber.ac.uk
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